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Dumb and dirty growth increases our GDP but makes us all poorer. That is why it is important for  
businesses to face the full cost of the environmental and/or social damage they wreak. Anything else is 
false economics and the economy as a whole – which values your and my wellbeing – goes backwards.
 
Example: What makes us ‘wealthier’ – dairy or wetland? 

As we destroy more and more ecosystems the remaining ones become more important, and their value 
increases. For example, New Zealand has drained more than 90% of its wetlands, making them one of 
RXU�UDUHVW�DQG�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�HFRV\VWHPV��:KLOH�D�IDUPHU�PLJKW�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�SURȴW�E\�GUDLQLQJ�D� 
wetland and converting it to dairy, ZH�ZRXOG�DOO�EH�ZRUVH�R΍�DV�D�UHVXOW. 

What is Dumb & Dirty Growth?



Photo:	Opuha	Water	website	
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"Lake	Taupo	Landsat"	by	NASA	
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