
Is it possible to build a food business 
that can promote health, make money 

and NOT damage the environment?

Stonyfield Began in the 1970’s as an Organic 
Farming School  Before We Were Producing Yogurt

This is Where Our Organic Obsession Took Root
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•2000 - $5.1 Billion
•2017 – $49.4 Billion
•CAGR – 14%

U.S Organic Industry Growth

Source: US Organic Trade Association 2018 Consumer Insights  



https://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/news/2018/tops-of-2018-organic.html

“And at a time when the FMCG industry overall has experienced flat 

volume consumption, this growth is huge.”







https://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/news/2018/tops-of-2018-organic.html



https://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/news/2018/tops-of-2018-organic.html



75% of millennials are willing to 
pay more for sustainable offerings

66% willing to pay more to buy from 
companies committed to positive 
social and  environmental practices

Values Matter to Millennials

https://www.ota.com/resources/consumer-attitudes-and-beliefs-study
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In your opinion, what is the most important food safety issue for you 
and your family today?

2015 confident in food supply n=610; not confident in food supply n=330

Those who are not confident in the U.S. food supply are much more likely to be concerned about 
chemicals in food and less concerned about foodborne illness.
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Pesticide exposure causes serious 
health problems…..

Cancer: The 2008-2009 President’s Cancer Panel predicted that 41% of 
Americans would be diagnosed with cancers in our lifetimes and 
determined that the “true burden of environmentally induced cancer has 
been grossly underestimated” and recommended choosing foods grown 
without pesticides or chemical fertilizers. 

Leukemia: A report found that “exposure to pesticides is one of the most 
important causes of acute leukemia,” in particular pointing out increased risk 
of childhood leukemia associated with exposure before conception, during 
pregnancy and during childhood. 



SOURCES: UCSF study published in Environmental Health Perspectives, January 2011

163 chemicals studied in women, ages 15-44

43 were found in 99% of tested pregnant
women including:

• PCBs (linked to cancer & other health problems)

• Organochlorine pesticides

• PBDEs (flame retardants, including some banned)

• Phthalates (endocrine disruptor)

• Phenols (endocrine disruptor)

• PFCs (organ damage, reproductive problems)

• Perchlorate (affects thyroid function)

• PAHs (organ damage, cancer)

Some of these 
chemicals had been 

banned
since before the 

women were born

Sobering Reminder 1: 
CHEMICAL EXPOSURE DURING PREGNANCY



Source: Environmental Working Group, January 2008.

Sobering Reminder 2: Cord blood samples 
of newborns tested for 413 chemicals 

287 detected
134 known carcinogens
158 toxic to brain and nervous system
186 cause infertility
151 cause birth defects or abnormal 

development
Synergistic effects have never been studied



Pesticides Health and Environmental Effects 

Fungicides

Mancozeb Viewed as carcinogenic and can cause thyroid gland 
tumors

Tridemorph Possible reproduction problems 
Nematicides
Terbutos One of the most toxic organophosphates; accidents can 

lead to death
Ethoprofos Extremely toxic organophosphates; accidents can lead to 

death; probable carcinogen
Fenamiphos Extremely toxic organophosphates; accidents can lead

to death
Insecticides

Chloropyrifos Organophosphate, nerve poison; medium to high toxicity 
for humans

Sobering Reminder 3: 
SAMPLE OF PESTICIDES USED ON NON-ORGANIC BANANAS



GLYPHOSATE (most used agrochemical in history)

Deemed Probable Carcinogen by 
the WHO IARC & Known 
Carcinogen by State of CA

Glyphosate is found in 60 to 100% 
of rain & air samples tested in 
Iowa and Mississippi by USGS

Feng-Chih Chang, Matt F. Simcik, P.D. Capel, 2011. “Occurrence and Fate of the Herbicide Glyphosate and Its Degradate
Aminomethylphosphonic Acid in the Atmosphere,” Envir. Toxicology  Chem., Vol. 30, pages 548-555



https://www.ewg.org/childrenshealth/glyphosateincereal/





New Studies About Pesticides/Health 
Come Out Monthly
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…and more problems

Diabetes: Risk of developing type 2 diabetes was tied to 
exposure to pesticides, in particular organochlorines and 
metabolites. 

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): A 2009 
study published in Pediatrics suggests that children with 
higher levels of OP pesticide metabolites were more likely to 
have ADHD than children with lower levels. 
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….and more problems….

Slowed brain development and lower I.Q.: A series 
of recent studies in Environmental Health 
Perspectives saw a link between prenatal 
exposure to organophosphate (OP) pesticides and 
lower I.Q. scores. Exposure to common 
insecticides and pesticides in the womb can 
reduce a child’s IQ by 4-7% before they reached 
school age (compared to children with lower levels 
of exposure). 
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Organic: The Best Way to 
Protect Yourself and Your Family

“Now a new French study that followed 70,000 adults, most of them 
women, for five years has reported that the most frequent consumers 
of organic food had 25 percent fewer cancers over all than those who 
never ate organic. 

December, 2018

Those who ate the most organic fruits, vegetables, dairy products, 
meat and other foods had a particularly steep drop in the incidence 
of lymphomas, and a significant reduction in postmenopausal breast 
cancers.”

Curl, C. Estimating Pesticide Exposure from dietary intake and organic food choices. Environmental Health Perspectives, 2015, 123, 5.
Baudry, Julie, Karen E. Assmann, Mathilde Touvier, et al. Association of Frequency of Organic Food Consumption With Cancer Risk. Findings From the NutriNet-Santé Prospective Cohort Study. 
JAMA Internal Medicine, 2018, 178(12):1597-1606.







Natural & Non-GMO Does NOT Mean Organic 

Source: Organic Foods Production Act of 1990



28



Educational program to teach consumers about life 
on a farm through the eyes of a cow

Consumers get sponsorship certificate, picture and 
bio of cow plus quarterly e-mail updates of life on 
farm

Hundreds of thousands of participants since 1989



LIDS SUPPORTING THE MISSION



FARM CAM: Connecting consumers to the farm

1 farmer + $150 Flip camera 

Shares everyday life + brings 
farm to the city



YoTUBE: Using video to tell brand stories



BRAZIL ORGANIC SUGAR

In 1997, converted 3,000 acres to organic.
Today, 35,000+ acres are certified organic



PAYOFFS

• Green harvesting saves 40K tonnes CO2/yr & 3.5 million       
liters water/hr at mill

• 90% reduction in pest damage

• Increased biodiversity (312 species of birds, amphibians, reptiles, and 
mammals)

• Increasing groundwater quality and volume

• Topsoil carbon content nearly equal to native forests

• 10% Yield Increase

• 50% Cost Premium Decrease
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Stonyfield Organic's Single-Serve Yogurt Snacks Need No Spoons for Eating
“Many single-serve yogurt products that are designed for on-the-go eating are conveniently packaged with built-in spoons but 
Stonyfield Organic's newest trio of products offer a fresh new take on this idea, as well as a better-for-you take on dippable snack 
packs.” 
1.5 Million Impressions! 

Not All Organic Milk Is Equally Healthy, Says New Consumer Group
“Stonyfield Farms is among Cornucopia's top winners available nationwide” - 12 Million Impressions!!
Cooking Light (again!): 4 Kids' Snacks That Are Nutritionist- (and Mom-) Approved
Stonyfield Organic Whole Milk Yogurt Squeeze Packets - another 12 Million Impressions!

We’re excited to have Adam Scott join the StonyFIELDS 
campaign! The TodayShow.com shared an exclusive 
interview with Adam and details about the StonyFIELDS 
Initiative, giving us 25 million impressions just on the first day!

The video is also posted on the Stonyfield Instagram, Twitter, 
YouTube and Facebook pages, please feel free to like and share 
it with all your friends and family

https://www.cookinglight.com/eating-smart/nutrition-101/healthy-kids-snacks-nutritionist-mom-approved
https://www.today.com/parents/good-place-star-adam-scott-challenges-tweens-t142636
https://www.stonyfield.com/playfree


We invite bloggers from 
across  the USA to join 
us on our Farm Tours to 
help them learn the 
organic difference of 
our company. 

2017-2018
Stonyfield
Influencer 
Farm Tour
Overview



Design Mom:
Why I’m Obsessed with Organic Farming

“I’m telling you, if you’ve had worry over dairy, it would totally disappear if you saw 
Julie’s farm. It’s basically a super healthy mini ecosystem. The cows nourish the earth, 
the earth nourishes the cows. With no chemical run-off, no algae blooms, no dead zones, 
no waste...it’s amazing.”

GABRIELLE BLAIR,  450,000 Followers

https://www.designmom.com/carbon-sequestration-for-beginners-organic-farming/


What’s Gaby 
Cooking “The whole trip was incredibly eye 

opening and while I’m not trying to tell 
everyone that everything needs to be 
organic, I’m certainly making changes 
here and there to make my eating as 
clean as possible! There is a TON of info 
on their site if you want to read more 
about it right here!.”

GABY DALKIN, 1.2 Million Followers

https://whatsgabycooking.com/beet-tzatziki/
https://www.stonyfield.com/organic/101


Why Purchase Organic Dairy?
● It’s better for you. Because it comes from cows that are 

actively grazing on grass, as nature intended. Organically 
raised cows spend their days outside on pasture so the milk 
they produce is significantly higher in Omega-3 fatty acids 
and CLA (conjugated linoleic acid), heart-healthy fats that 
can help lower bad cholesterol and increase good 
cholesterol. There’s also compelling evidence that many 
organic fruits and veggies are more nutritious, too.

● It’s better for our children’s health. Research has 
demonstrated that an organic diet can dramatically reduce 
pesticide levels in kids’ bodies.

● It’s good for the planet. One of the main goals of organic 
farming practices is to avoid soil contamination as well as 
rivers, drinking water, and air with toxic persistent 
chemicals.

● It’s also better for the farmer and their neighbors, as they 
aren’t exposed to potentially carcinogenic herbicides.

● It’s better for the bees.”

GINA HOMOLKA,  18 Million Followers 







PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE NEXT 
AUCKLAND HEI

NOVEMBER 19-20 AUCKLAND   
https://hirshberginstitute.com/

https://hirshberginstitute.com/

